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The disasters we’ve witnessed this
year illustrate the importance of
being prepared for any emergency,
big or small. To help your loved
ones prepare to face the unexpected
the Illinois Emergency
Management Agency (IEMA)
suggest gifts appropriate for any
time of the year. Put together a
home or car disaster kit or Weather
Alert radio with extra batteries.
Build a disaster kit for the home,
office or dormitory with such items
as a first aid kit, bottled water (a
gallon per person/per day - three
day minimum), non-perishable
food, blankets, flashlight and
batteries. Build a safety kit for the
automobile with such items as
jumper cables, flashlights,
blankets, sand and a small shovel.
Smoke detectors and carbon
monoxide detectors are excellent
gifts. Most of these items can be
found in hardware and department
stores. For additional information
on emergency preparedness visit
the IEMA website at
www.state.il.us/iema/.

Emergency Management is the process of
coordinating available resources to deal with
emergencies effectively, thereby saving lives,
avoiding injury, and minimizing economic loss.
This protection process involves four phases of
emergency management: preparation – the
process of writing plans, identifying resources,
negotiating agreements, training and exercising;
response – the mobilization of the forces using the
resources available to stabilize a situation;
mitigation – taking specific actions that will
reduce the possibility of disaster occurring or to
reduce the loss; and recovery – the immediate and
long-rang effort made to assist in returning a
situation to near normal conditions again.

The concept of Emergency Management can be
traced back to the Congressional Act of 1803.  It
was considered to be the first legislation that dealt
with disaster relief passed by the federal
government.  This act was in response to a fire that
did extensive damage in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire because recovery efforts severely taxed
community and state resources when Portsmouth’s
citizens sought federal relief. Between 1803 and
1950, more than 100 disasters of various types
across the nation were fought with federal
resources, and Illinois was among them.

IEMA Past
IEMA began as the Illinois Civil Defense Agency
(ICDA) created by the General Assembly in 1951
to cope with the consequences of possible nuclear
attack. It was charged with coordinating state
efforts with those of the federal government, local
authorities, and political divisions of other states.
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 Iraq-Lance
Cpl.
Nicholas M.
Zallis,
Chicago
native and son of
Mark Zallis, a
Nuclear Safety X-
ray Inspector II at
the Illinois
Emergency
Management Agency (IEMA), is
serving aboard Camp Gannon in
Operation Steel Curtain,  and is
assigned to Combat Logistics
Battalion-2, 2nd Marine
Logistics Group.  Lance Cpl was
featured in the Marine Corps
News nearing the end of his
sophomore year at Colombia Art
Institute of Chicago majoring in
photography.

       Zallis was deployed to Iraq
within the year serving as an
ambulance driver with Al Asad’s
Surgical/Shock Trauma Platoon
in the country’s volatile Al
Anbar province.  The Zallis’
family has a long history of
military service. His grandfather
served in Vietnam and a number
of his great-uncles were Navy
corpsmen.  Zallis recalls a time
when he was home on recruiter’s
assistance last year around
Christmas time he stopped to
buy some new clothes at the
local mall and he left a number
of items with the cashier to hold
until he was through shopping.
When he returned, the cashier
explained that a woman came by
and paid for all of his items,
leaving only a note thanking him
for his service.

Mark Zallis
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In the event of a nuclear attack it was to protect the public peace, health, and safety as
well as conduct training and public information programs, survey available resources,
make contingency plans, establish mobile support teams and provide needed supplies
and equipment following a nuclear attack. Each local political division was authorized
to establish its own local organization for civil defense.   The Illinois Civil Defense
Agency was replaced in 1975 by the Illinois Emergency Services and Disaster Agency
(House bill 1109). Responsibilities of this newly named agency were expanded to
include fires, floods, earthquakes, and other natural or manmade disasters in addition
to nuclear disasters.

The Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety (IDNS) was created in 1980 (House bill
3614) as the first cabinet level state nuclear regulatory agency in the United States
following the occurrence at Three Mile Island (TMI), Pennsylvania in March 1979 (an
event where equipment malfunctions, design related problems and worker errors led to
a partial meltdown of a reactor core causing very small off-site releases of
radioactivity).  The principal goals of DNS were to study safety questions and to
ensure that the citizens of Illinois would be safe from nuclear power.  In 1984, the
Illinois Emergency Services and Disaster Agency (ESDA) was charged to cooperate
with the Department of Nuclear Safety in planning for means to deal with nuclear
power plant accidents.

Past in the General Asembly June 28, 1991 and approved August 22, 1991, ESDA
became the Illinois Emergency Management Agency effective January 1, 1992 (p.a.
81-384).  In 2003, Executive Order 12 transferred functions of the Department of
Nuclear Safety to the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA).  The
consolidation was done to share resources of the two unique functions while
preserving public safety services and to centralize coordination and communication
among various entities at the State level.

Directors of IDNS: William A. O’Connor (10/1980 - 1/1981), Philip F. Gustafson (1/
1981 - 3/1983), Gary Wright (acting 3/1983 - 8/1983), Don Etchison (8/1983 - 11/
1984), Terry R. Lash (11/1984 - 4/1990), Thomas Ortciger (4/1990 - 1/2003) and Gary
Wright (1/2003 - 7/2003).

Directors of IEMA: E. Erie Jones, (10/1975 - 12/1984), Charles “Chuck” Jones
(acting 12/1984 - 1/1985, actual 1/1985 - 4/1988), Dave Smith (acting 4/1988 - 8/
1988), Tom Ortciger (8/1988 - 4/1990), Ronald Stevens (4/1991 - 1/1992), John R.
Plunk (2/1992 - 12/1993), John Mitchell (1/1994 - 1/1998), Mike Chamness (3/1999 -
3/2003) and William “Bill” Burke (3/2003 - Present).

IEMA Present
Today the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) works to protect the State
of Illinois through integrated approaches of Emergency Management and Homeland
Security to prepare for, respond to, mitigate against, and recover from emergencies and
disasters, or acts of terrorism.  The primary responsibilities of the Illinois Emergency
Management Agency (IEMA) is to better prepare the State of Illinois in emergency
management and homeland security from any natural, manmade or technological
disasters, hazards, or acts of terrorism.  IEMA functions as the State Emergency
Response Commission and maintains a 24-hour Communication Center and State
Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) who acts as lead in crisis/consequence
management response and operations to notify, activate, deploy and employ state
resources in response to any threat or act of terrorism.  IEMA currently has 267
employees and 14 agency worksites in Illinois (located in Springfield, Mazon, West
Chicago, Dixon, Ottawa, Des Plaines, Champaign, Collinsville, Flora, and Marion).
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THE USE OF RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

IN TERRORISM-RELATED EVENTS

By North Safety Products – Grainger Supplier Partner

Respiratory protection is a key element in the
range of personal protective equipment (PPE)
essential for first responders and others in any
scenario where chemical, biological, radiological
and nuclear (CBRN) weapons or a facility’s own
toxic chemicals could be used in an attack.
However, there are some misconceptions on the
limitations, development and certification of respiratory and other PPE equipment for
protection against multiple chemical and biological agents. Moreover, little has been
published on training needed for the user, who may include the office worker and
members of the general public in high-risk areas.

Equipment Selection

To assist in the equipment selection for domestic preparedness, visit the Responder
Knowledge Base (www.rkb.mipt.org) where anyone can sign on as a guest to view the
site.  The RKB is sponsored by the Department of Homeland Security’s Office for
Domestic Preparedness (ODP) and National Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism.
The Responder Knowledge Base has been built to serve the needs of Emergency
Responders.  It contains up to date information on available products along with a
library of related knowledge and information in regard to equipment, the newest
standards, training, grants etc.

Along with other PPE, respiratory equipment is provided by classification and is listed
according to the degree of protection afforded for environments containing various
chemical or biological threats.  For example, SCBA’s (self-contained breathing
apparatus) and APR’s (air purifying respirators) are now classified by their specific
levels of approval.  This means CBRN, NFPA, NIOSH, etc.

CBRN Certification

The first NIOSH respiratory standard for chemical, biological, radiological and
nuclear (CBRN) SCBAs was finalized in December 2002. Testing using live agents is
being performed at the U.S. Army Soldier and Biological Chemical Command
(SBCCOM now know as RDECOM) center on behalf of NIOSH. The standard for
negative pressure mask and canister combinations was released March 7, 2003. Today
there are several NIOSH CBRN approved APR’s and two CBRN approved escape
hoods with more in the queue for approval.

Training

Selecting appropriate equipment is only the first step in an effective respiratory
program. Knowing how to fit test, use, clean, maintain and store the equipment is
equally important to effective use. ODP’s State and Local Domestic Preparedness
Training and Technical Assistance Program is based on National Fire Protection
Association standards, and provides emergency responders with a comprehensive
curriculum in the areas of WMD awareness, technician, operations, and terrorist
incident command.

There have been no modifications in NIOSH-recommended training for either required
or voluntary use of a respirator in terrorism-related events. Users must follow the
manufacturers requirements and guidelines for training and storage.  Each
manufacturer must supply their requirements with every respirator.  The core
requirements for establishing a respiratory protection program and training workers in
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Through IEMA programs, IEMA
assist local governments with
multi-hazard emergency operations
plans and maintains the Illinois
Emergency Operations Plan.

IEMA’s Division of Nuclear Safety
monitors 11 nuclear power reactors
at six nuclear stations licensed to
generate electricity in Illinois;
inspects and escorts spent nuclear
fuel shipments; and ensures public
safety through inspection,
licensing, accreditation and
certification of medical
professionals, radiation-producing
equipment and facilities.  IEMA’s
Division of Nuclear Safety (DNS)
administers over two dozen
programs to protect citizens and
the environment, including
monitoring the state’s most
comprehensive monitoring system
for 11 operating nuclear power
reactors at six nuclear stations
licensed to generate electricity in
Illinois.  Other programs include
extensive emergency planning and
response efforts, and training for
local responders for response to
accidents involving radiation.
IEMA inspects and escorts spent
nuclear fuel shipments.  Radiation
programs inspect and regulate
radioactive materials licensees,
registers and inspects radiation
producing equipment and facilities
statewide, accredits medical
radiation technologists and certifies
mammography facilities.

The Illinois Terrorism Task Force
(ITTF) is a working partner at
IEMA centralizing coordination
and communication among various
public and private stakeholders
representing 60 agencies, trade and
professional associations from all
disciplines and regions of the State.
ITTF facilitates the coordination of
resources and the communication
of information essential to combat
terrorist threats that include
nuclear, chemical and biological
threats, and weapons of mass
destruction.
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an industrial setting, as specified
in OSHA regulation 1910.134,
form a solid basis for wider
training and can be found within
the NIOSH CBRN Standards.
Training must include
development of an
understanding of selection
criteria and the use of
appropriate respiratory
protection in different situations.
The requirements for medical
exams and fit testing also must
be more widely understood.
Purchasers also must understand
the distinction between air-
purifying respirators certified
under previous NIOSH
standards and those released
March 7, 2003, which, for
example, will protect against a
broader array of CBRN agents.

For organizations that have not
recently conducted a review of
their respiratory protection
program, this is an extremely
good time to provide an update.
Those in high-risk locations and
industries also are urged to
educate a wider segment of their
employees, including increased
numbers who might be
designated to respond to and/or
required to escape from a
possible disaster or terrorist
attack.

Contact Grainger to see how
they and their supplier partners
can assist in evaluation of your
respiratory protection program.

The Keep Warm Illinois campaign is a
comprehensive effort to inform and prepare Illinois
residents, especially the elderly, families with small
children and persons with disabilities, for record
high home heating costs this winter. The goal of the
Keep Warm Illinois campaign is to help families
across the state of Illinois reduce their heating bills
this winter by conserving energy, weatherizing their
homes, and utilizing the state resources available to
them. This new initiative is to help all Illinois
residents cope with home heating costs this winter.
The goal of the Keep Warm Illinois campaign is to
help families across the state of Illinois reduce their
heating bills this winter by conserving energy,
weatherizing their homes, and utilizing the state
resources available to them. Through this program, state agencies are expanding
public education, energy conservation and assistance efforts with public and
private partnerships coordinating efforts in preparing communities across the
state for higher home heating costs this winter. For more information, please visit
their website at http://www.keepwarm.illinois.gov or call the Department of
Healthcare and Family Services’ toll-free number 877-411-WARM (WARM
equals 9276).

Keep our Kids Warm and Safe is a State
of Illinois holiday campaign focused on
providing 1,000 child safety seats to
families who can’t afford them and
distributing mittens, gloves, hats and
scarves to KIDS who need them. IEMA
has partnered with the ABC Boys &

Girls Clubs of Springfield located at 2705 S. 14th Street, Springfield, IL 62703,
and as a result, will donate items accordingly throughout this campaign.

Chartered in 1956 as “The Boys Club of Springfield”, they have served several
generations of young people and has filled a gap for families for over 40 years.
Girls have been served since 1973 and the name changed in 1983 to reflect this
change in membership. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Springfield was housed in
several facilities until the permanent home at Fifteenth and Monroe Streets was
built in 1965. They operate the ABC Unit in South Springfield, four 21st Century
Learning Centers, in conjunction with Springfield School District #186, at
Matheny and McClernand Elementary Schools, Jefferson Middle School and
Springfield High School, and summer day camp at Camp Sertoma on Lake
Springfield.

KEEP OUR KIDS WARM & SAFE
IEMA Partners with Boys & Girls Club

Governor Blagojevich launches
KEEP WARM ILLINOIS Campaign


